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Tending the Master’s 

Vineyard 

ST.  MARY & ST .  BONIFACE CATHOLIC CHURCHES  

 

 

What a special day it was at Piqua Catholic School on May 15.  During our Piqua Catholic Hall of 
Fame induction, we honored two ladies who meant so much to our school and to our community. It 
was our great pleasure to induct long-time Piqua Catholic teacher, Joyce Thornberry and administrator, 
teacher and volunteer, S. Joan Clare Stewart. Those who knew Joyce and Sister will tell you how fortu-
nate they were. Piqua Catholic School is better because of them, and we are blessed to honor them in 
the Piqua Catholic Hall of Fame!  

Ellen Jay Introduced Joyce Thornberry:  I would like to thank all of you for 
spending your time with us this afternoon to honor two individuals who devoted 
much of their lives to Catholic education. I was privileged to work with Joyce 
Thornberry as a professional colleague for 22 years at Piqua Catholic. More     
importantly than that, we were family. Joyce and I were first cousins. I would like 
to take a short time to give you a picture of Joyce from that family lens.  

When my brother and I were young, our parents would occasionally ask Joyce to babysit. Once Joyce 
could drive, she would take us to get ice cream. That alone was a treat, but she would turn the radio on 
and we would listen to music on the way. Yes, cars did have radios then, but Dad did not see any real 
reason why a car needed a radio and it certainly was not turned on for our listening pleasure. Joyce felt 
differently and the volume was not set to 1! As Joyce’s own children went to college, got jobs,          
married, and moved away she began “Cousins’ Day” with our two daughters. We spent time hunting 
for fossils at Caesar’s Creek, hiking and swimming at Buck Creek State Park, and even spending a 
night in Indianapolis so we could go to the zoo and the Children’s Museum. When our older daughter 
was in high school, husbands and dad were allowed to join us on a trip to Chicago. We made the best 
of our time in the Windy City. 

In 1970, Joyce took her enthusiasm and commitment to students at St. Mary Grade School here in   
Piqua. There she began a teaching career that would span 44 years with some time off when her     
children were young. After a short time at St. Mary’s, she moved on to St. Boniface, and then finally to 
Piqua Catholic School. She taught science, math, and physical education. Junior high math and science 
were her passions. Joyce spearheaded the creation of a yearly science fair, participation in Science 
Olympiad, and the development of a dedicated school science lab when the new addition was added. 
She felt strongly that students needed to experience hands-on learning. She was also involved with 
Confirmation preparation and National Honor Society. The groundwork for the Washington, D.C. 
school trips began with her. As the years went on, she could have replaced the hired tour guide and 
directed the entirely herself! 

 

Continued  
on Page 2 

 

Keith, Joyce’s       
husband, and 
other family 
members able  
to attend. 



During summer vacation, Joyce was always attending a workshop, taking a class, or tweaking her lesson 
plans. Sometimes she would call and ask if I wanted to ride along with her to purchase some particular rock or 
mineral from a very specific person. I saw more back roads in Miami, Shelby, and Darke counties than I ever 
knew existed. Joyce also became an instructor for a week each summer at Wooster College for a program 
called B-WISER (Buckeye Women in Science, Engineering, and Research). This residential camp serves  
middle school girls interested in STEM fields.  

Service was also a core value for Joyce. Along with Chuck Wagner, a Junior Optimist Club began at Piqua 
Catholic. Over the years, Joyce had hundreds if not thousands of eggs cooked and ready to be dyed at her own 
home or school for the annual Easter Egg hunt for Head Start students. The Junior Optimists also planned a 
Christmas party each year with the Head Start students.  

Outside of school activities Joyce served as a Eucharistic minister, member of the hand bell choir, festival    
volunteer, school board member, and volunteer at Ohio’s Hospice of Miami County. 

Joyce’s priorities never waivered: faith, family, friends, and Piqua Catholic. The phrases “status quo” or 
“good enough” were not part of her vocabulary. She gave generously of her time, talents, and treasures to all 
of us 

S. Mary Alice introduced S. Joan Clare Stewart: I was asked to say a few words about S. Joan Clare as a 
principal, teacher, and friend. 

Welcome! I would like to thank all of you for being here to celebrate with us. It is 
great to see you here.  S. Joan Clare would be so happy.  I am sure she is enjoying it 
right now. I would like to say a special welcome to some of our Sisters from Cincin-
nati who have been friends of Joan Clare, including three who entered the community 
with her. Thanks for being here.  

I have known Joan Clare for about 40 years.  Don't worry, I won't talk about each 
year.  I met S. Joan Clare while we attended Xavier University in Cincinnati. We were 
both there working on our Masters Degree. We would often see each other in the 
hall.  Soon a friendship developed. Fast forward to the following year.  I was at Holy 
Angels in Sidney, and S. Joan Clare was principal at St. Mary in Greenville, Ohio. I 
was planning on leaving Holy Angels after 8 years, and S. Joan Clare needed a Fourth 
Grade teacher.  She offered the job to me, and I accepted.   

As a principal, Joan Clare was always very supportive of the teachers and staff.  She was kind and compas-
sionate to the students and the teachers. She enjoyed being in the classroom whenever it was possible as a sub 
or as a helper. Joan Clare never asked the teachers to do a job that she wouldn't do herself.  She was a great 
leader. 

As a teacher, she was excellent!  She was always pre-
pared, but also was very flexible when the schedule 
changed.  She really had a great love for her               
students.  Here at Piqua Catholic she started with the Jr. 
High.  She soon got involved in the Power of The Pen 
competition. She would practice writing with the        
students after school weeks prior to the competition. 
Several years her students went to the District Level.  S. 
Joan was a great writer herself, and she enjoyed sharing 
that with her students.  

My family always treated her as one of us.   My niece said, " I don't think we ever had a family gathering for a 
funeral, birthday celebration, or graduation that S. Joan wasn't with us". She was part of my family from the 
beginning of our friendship.  She had a big heart and a real gift of compassion for all.  

S. Joan Clare was an excellent teacher, principal, and friend.  I wish she were here to enjoy this                
recognition.  Thank you, Joan, for all you have done for Piqua Catholic.  
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THANKS!                                                            
Committee:  Dana & Bonne Decknadel,                          

Bob & Lois Hartings,  Rose Hemm, Bill Hogston,                 
Barb Kohl,  Gary & Gretchen Roeth, Karen Warner 

Banner: Christy Hayes & Students                               

Greeting Cards:  S. Mary Alice  & Students 

Book Marks:  Theresa Henderson & Judy Lohnes 

Photos:  Bill Holtvogt 

Tending the Master ’s  Vineyard  
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NW-6 Family of Parishes 

Fr. Eric celebrated his ordination on May 22, 2004, which also was the feast day of St. 
Rita of Cascia.  Father’s first assignment was as a school chaplain and teacher at Arch-
bishop Alter High School in Kettering Ohio.  In addition to witnessing the faith to the 
entire high school student body, he specifically taught the Old Testament to freshman 
religion classes.  Three years later in July of 2007, he was assigned the  pastor position 
at St. Jude Church in Cincinnati, Ohio.  Fr. Eric was assigned as parochial administrator 
of the Parish of Old North Dayton for two years before being named the pastor of 
Transfiguration in West Milton.  Presently, he is the pastor of Transfiguration Parish in 
West Milton, Ohio and St. Patrick’s Parish in Troy, Ohio.  Father also has taken time to 
work directly with individual youth organizations by speaking at some of their confer-
ences and events and in particular traveling with groups of young people to World 
Youth Day in Toronto, Germany, Australia, and Spain. 

Father Eric is a graduate of Ohio State University.  As well as majoring in special education, he also played 
club volleyball for the University.  His background includes teaching special education for three years as a 
special education teacher, specifically working with children with emotional and behavioral problems, specif-
ically ones who had been abused. Also, he is a United States Army veteran who spent three years serving our 
country.   

Fr. Matthew Lee, ordained 13 years, was Pastor of the four Catholic churches in 
Champaign County for five years, having been Parochial Vicar there for four years. 
During this time he was also Parochial Administrator of St. Mary of the Woods,     
Russells Point for two years. Other pastoral assignments include St. Maximilian Kolbe 
in Butler County and the Petersburg Parishes in Auglaize and Shelby Counties. 

Fr. Lee was ordained after 12 years of active duty with the U.S. Air Force as a soft-
ware engineer and network administrator. Fr. Lee holds degrees from the Community 
College of the Air Force (AAS - Computer Science), Thomas More University (BA), 
and the Athenaeum of Ohio (M. Div., MAT). He has also coordinated Dave Ramsey’s 
Financial Peace University classes. 

 

Fr. Shoup was born in Troy on May 26, 1955, the third of five children of Irwin and 
Anna Shoup (both deceased). He attended St. Patrick School and graduated from Troy 
High School in 1973. He graduated from St. Gregory College Seminary in 1980 and 
Mt. St. Mary’s Seminary in 1984. Fr. Shoup was ordained to the priesthood on June 2, 
1984. 

His first assignment was Associate Pastor, St. Raphael Church, and teacher at Catholic 
Central High School, Springfield. His next assignment was Associate Pastor, Our   
Lady of Victory, Cincinnati, followed by Associate Pastor, Assumption Church, and 
teacher, La Salle High School, Cincinnati. In 1996 Fr. Shoup was assigned as Associ-
ate Pastor, St. Henry Church, Dayton. He became Pastor, St. Michael Church, Ft.            
Loramie, in 1999 and took on his second parish as pastor, Ss. Peter & Paul Church, 
Newport, in 2005. 

I felt called to the priesthood by God from very early on and was encouraged to become a priest by my family 
and my parish, especially my late grandmother and the parish priests.  The reason I remain a priest is that God 
continues to call me to his service in the church and the call keeps coming from others in their encouragement 
to serve God as a priest.  Although the pastoral ministry of priests and pastors is going through some changes 
and hardships at this time as the number of priests decreases, God continues to sustain me and my brother 
priests with his loving and abiding graces and the support of the people we serve.  I am very thankful for my 
vocation. 

        Continued on Page 16 

FR. ERIC BOWMAN 

FR. MATTHEW LEE 

FR. STEVEN SHOUP 
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Feature Story: Bethany Center – “Where You Are Only a Stranger Once” 

Shawn Rickert stepped into the role of Director of Bethany Center in December of 2021, 
but has been involved since 2010. He says that Cathy Large, who has volunteered since 
the beginning, has been training him for the past 2 years, especially in the kitchen. Cathy 
also serves on Bethany’s Board of Directors, and continues her integral role at the Cen-
ter. Shawn states that “our goal is to carry out Wilma Earls’ mission to feed more people 
more food, because that may be the only meal that they have that day. We also strive to 
treat each person as a guest, just as Wilma did.”  

In 2021 the former South Street School restrooms underwent a renovation including a baby changing sta-
tion, showers, and lockers. Showers are offered to the homeless along with toiletries. A Homelessness 
Workshop was held this past winter resulting in a community wide effort to provide warming items. This 
same group is focused on implementing the Cold Shelter this coming winter. 

Another new project is called “The Blessing Box”, which was built free of 
charge by Stoltz construction of West Milton. It is a wooden case located on 
the Bethany Center grounds, and offers free sack lunches, non-perishable 
foods, as well as, Christian and mental health flyers. A grant from the Piqua 
Community Foundation supplies the funds for the brown bag meals. Some 
examples of the meals are tuna kits, granola bars, and chips, as well as peanut 
butter and jelly sandwich-
es with fruit cups. These 

non-perishable items help bridge the gap for the days 
that the Center is closed. 

Shawn says that “we gratefully accept food, clothing, 
and monetary donations, but our number one need is 
volunteers!” That being said, “we have many area 
churches and businesses that volunteer in all aspects of 
the ministry. There are too many to mention, because it 
is truly a community effort.” A great example of volun-
teerism was when the Piqua Catholic 8th grade confirma-
tion students spent a “work day” helping out at Bethany 
Center. Religious Education & Youth Director, Diane 
Mengos, shared that the group of 9 students swept and 
mopped the 2 clothing stores, cleaned fans, swept fire escapes & basement steps, picked up trash, weeded, 
served several dozen food pantry patrons, cleaned the steam table, refrigerator and microwave, disinfected 
tables and chairs, and washed windows!” “They are hard workers & accomplished so much!” says Shawn.  

He also suggests taking a tour because many people don’t realize how many services are offered, and how 
great the need is. He added, “Right now with inflation, our guests are becoming more and more in need of 
our services. Here at Bethany Center we have an opportunity to make sure that families, especially those 
with children, don’t go hungry.” Bethany Center lunches are served Tuesday-Friday 11:30am-12:30pm. The 
Food Pantry is open from 1:00-3:00pm on Wednesdays & Thursdays. The Clothing Bank is open on 
Wednesdays from 10:45am-12:45pm. 

Call Shawn Rickert at 937-825-9526 if 
you wish to volunteer or take a tour. He 
resides in Piqua, and you may see him 
cycling or enjoying the local coffee 
shops. He grew up in Vandalia, and 
enjoys Ohio State Football and live mu-
sic. He formerly sold real estate and did 
over the road trucking. He says “I could 
definitely see God’s hand in fulfilling 
my desire for a full time ministry here at Bethany Center.” 

Front Row:  Molly Hemmert, Sarah Weiser, Olivia 
Hudgel, Lilly Graham, Madison Rank, Olivia Sherry 

Back Row:  Mrs. Michelle Kuether, Parker           
Hoying, Jackson Garman, Mr. Shawn Rickert,                           

Mrs. Diane Mengos, James Kuether  

Tickets are Pre-Sale Only                               
& May Be Purchased at the                        

Bethany Center or Parish Offices  

Tending the Master ’s  Vineyard  
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Adult Faith Formation: 

St. Joseph Table:  Honoring the Feast of St. Joseph the Worker on May 1,  parishioners generously donated 
nonperishable food items to the Bethany Center Food Pantry the weekend of April 23-24. 

St. Mary/St. Boniface/St. Teresa Celebration: A cookout and ice cream for all parishioners will be held at the 
St. Teresa Church shelter house in Covington on Sunday, June 26 from 5-8:00 PM.  A special presentation on 
The Lord’s Prayer will be given by Bill Hogston. The Family Life for both Piqua Parishes and the St. Teresa 
K. of C. are also sponsors. 

Welcome to Christ Renews His Parish:  

Under the leadership of Patty Murphy, Cathy Oda and Cindy Zimmerman, a Women’s Team is now in For-
mation. A retreat date will be announced at a later time. Currently, there are no plans for a men’s retreat. 
Mike Epperly and Matt Schieltz are leading a men’s prayer group offered monthly for any interested men. 
For questions regarding any of the women’s or men’s activities, please contact any of these women or men. 

St. Mary Altar Society:   

St. Mary Altar Society was in charge of the Cake Booth at the Church Festival.  We wish to extend a huge 
“Thank You” to our parish bakers for the wonderful baked goods that were donated.  Because of you our 
booth was a great success!  We will not be meeting over the Summer.  Please watch the bulletin in the Fall 
for meeting details. 

Respect Life Committee: 

Many people are questioning the overturn of Roe v Wade, and what this decision would mean for the state of 
Ohio.  Roe v Wade made abortion legal in all 50 states of the USA. By overturning it, this decision would be 
turned back over to the states and the people of each state.  In Ohio, abortion would be made a felony of the 
first   degree, unless it is necessary to save the life of or prevent impairment of the pregnant woman.  There 
must be a second opinion that the abortion is necessary. That abortion must be carried out in a hospital setting 
that has “appropriate neonatal services for prema-
ture infants,” and the termination of the pregnan-
cy must be carried out in a way that “provides the 
best opportunity for the unborn child to survive,” 
unless the physician decides that such a delivery 
would cause a greater risk to the mother’s health 
or life than other methods of abortion.   

Does this mean that our work in Ohio is done?  
No, there are still other states where abortion will 
be legal.  Whether the abortion is in Ohio or else-
where, there is a baby being murdered, and we 
must do what we can to end this killing of unborn 
children. 

Parish Activities 

                In praise of our lord in st. clare chapel 
The number of adoration hours covered in St. Clare Chapel each week is 
150!  We are NOT fully perpetual yet! Seventeen regular guardians are 
needed  to  reach the goal of being a 24/7 perpetual adoration chapel 
again.  Ask how this can work for you based on your availability?  Whatever 
coverage (weekly, bi-weekly, monthly) you can commit is appreciated.                                                            

Prayerfully consider spending time away from the noise of the world and 
becoming a substitute or regular guardian of our Lord in the quietness of 
our special place! 

Please contact Mike Epperly (937) 622-0112 or Mary Jane Karn (937) 778-0496.  

St. Mary Lenten Raffle Winners  
$500—Richard Brandewie 

$200—Ann Koehl                                                                  
$100—Nancy Stager 

$50—Denny DeBrosse, Daniel Gallagher, Mary Giesseman, 
Becky Hewitt, Rosalie Scott, Nancy Stager, John & Barb 

Vavroch  & Michelle Schellenberg  (Highest Ticket Seller)                             

Congratulations to all & thank you for your support!          
The profit was $3,341.22. A special thank you to              

Tony Wendeln and the St. Mary Parish Finance Commission                                                            

for organizing this fundraiser.                                                
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Currently Enrolling for the 2022-2023 School Year 

Parish Activities 

St. Mary /  St. Boniface Mission  Committee:   

It's about that time!!!  Rummage Sale!!!  We have been taking a lot of items and will 
be ready to sell on July 9, (9am-5pm) and July 10, (9 a.m. to noon).  We cannot do this 
without your HELP!!!  We need people with trucks and trailers on the 7th of July, 
starting at 9am, to pick up the items at the warehouse and take them to the Caser-
ta Center. We, also, need HELP on the 7 and 8 to set-up and price the items.   Please 
show up, and we will put you to work. 

We need some strong boys and men to help load the trucks and trailers.  If we 
can get enough help, we can probably have everything done by noon on the 
7.  We will, also, have pizza to serve one day and family life will furnish food 
another day. 

The Mission Committee wants to thank Adam Holtvogt for the storage areas at 
his warehouse.  Without his help we wouldn't be able to have this sale.  Without 
any help from the parishioners, we wouldn't be able to have this sale.  If it is to 
continue, we will need your HELP as much as possible.   

The aluminum cans are a GREAT help to the organiza-
tion.  Keep them coming!!!  We want to thank all of you 
for your help in this project.   

The Inspiration Booth did well at the St. Mary Festi-
val.  We will have the religious items available at the  
rummage sale. These items are free to every-
one. We cannot sell them because they may be 
blessed.  Blessed items cannot be sold. 

WITHOUT YOU WE CANNOT KEEP PROJECTS GOING!!!                    
WITH YOU WE CAN KEEP GOING!!! 

MAY GOD BLESS EACH AND EVERYONE OF YOU                               
WHO HELP WITH THESE PROJECTS!!! 

  THE MISSIONS AND TWINNING ARE VERY APPRECIATIVE OF                                 

                                  EVERYTHING YOU DO!!!                                                                                                                               

                                  THANK YOU!!! 
   

 

Who We Support 

* Twinning Partnership 

St. John/St. Lewis Parish                    
Dominica 

* Ted & Maruja                           

Gutmann-Gonzalez                                      
Vilches Ecology Center, Chile 

* Sister Sarah Mulligan                                             

Daniel Comboni                                 
Community Clinic, Guatemala 

CFEL 

Jacqui Hoffman, Director 

937-773-3876                      
hoffmanj@piquacatholic.org 

PCS 

Brad Zimmerman, Principal 

937-773-1564                                            
zimmermanb@piquacatholic.org  

LCHS 

Veronica Gaier, Principal 

937-498-1161 or 937-773-8747     
v.gaier@lehmancatholic.com 

WANTED 

HOMEMADE                                           
(not store bought)                                          

Items for the Bake Sale at the 
Rummage Sale on July 9-10.                

Call me at (937) 541-5730 and 
leave a msg. telling me what 
you will bring or if you have 

any questions.  Thanking you 
in  advance. Brenda Karpinski  

 

The Dollars for our Scholars luncheons will be held on 3 consecutive Wednesdays in September, the 14, 21, 
& 28.  Only 200 tickets are available, please consider purchasing a ticket.  The luncheons are held at the    
Miami Valley Centre Mall in the banquet room.  Questions or to purchase a ticket call Bonne 937-214-9092 
This is one of Piqua Catholic’s largest fundraisers. Catering is done by Mrs. B’s Catering.  

mailto:hayesc@piquacatholic.org
mailto:d.stauffer@lehmancatholic.com
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    EXCITING NEWS! 
The two Piqua parishes, St. Boniface and St. Mary, are combining our efforts to make an out-
standing cookbook for all of us to enjoy.  We are hoping that the cookbook will be ready for 
purchase by this Christmas.  In order to do so, we are asking that you provide us with some of 
your delicious recipes to put into our cookbook.   

The cookbook will be entitled “Celebrating Piqua Catholic School”.  The proceeds will benefit Piqua Cath-
olic School’s cafeteria.  We all have fond memories of St. Boniface Grade School, St. Mary Grade School 
and Piqua Catholic High School - so - what better way to show our appreciation for our Catholic education 
than to support this project.  

We are so excited to be working together on this project and hope that you will join us to bring our best cook-
book to fruition.  Please fill out as many recipe forms as you would like, and the return information for your 
recipes is included on that form. Also, for your convenience a box for completed recipe forms is in the back 
of both churches. More recipe forms are available in the back of both churches, as well, and on the Piqua Par-
ishes website, Piqua Catholic School’s website or by calling the school at 937-773-1564.   

If you have any questions you may also call any member of the Cookbook Committee: Mary Jane Karn      
778-0496; Karla Cool 773-7033; Tweetie Duer 773-1564; Marsha Koon 778-0733; Rose Hemm 778-8642; or 
Ruth Koon 778-1288  

St. Clara Ladies’ Society:   

The ladies’ combined dinner was held on May 3 in the     
Caserta Center with about 35 ladies in attendance.  The 
speaker was Connie McEldowney, founder and director of 
Rustic Hope  - an organization that helps mothers and      
children in need.  

St. Clara’s meetings are held the second Tuesday of every 
month (except no meeting in July and August) at 7 P.M. in 
the Caserta Center.  We have a business meeting then a 
study of a different female saint every month.   

St. Clara’s will once again have a booth at the rummage sale 
July 9 and 10.  We will be selling jewelry and handbags, if     

you have any items to donate contact Bonne, 937-214-9092 or drop off at the parish office.   

St. Boniface Family Life: 

Cabbage Roll & Bread Sale:  Zucchini  is always needed.  Please drop 
off at 2120 Hemm Road  or contact Rose to pick up at 937-778-8642 or 
jnrhemm@yahoo.com. Thanks! 

2022 St. B. Oktoberfest Quilt Raffle: This year’s quilt top, Cathedral 
Window, was made and donated by Michelle Patrizio and her mother, 

Janet Lee.  The quilt is a large-queen size with two shams.  Any one interested in 
working on future quilts for this raffle, please come to the Caserta Center, 2nd 
floor, on Wednesdays, 1-3pm or contact Rose.  Watch the bulletin for raffle tickets.     
All proceeds from the quilt raffle benefit the Oktoberfest! 

Cursillo/ Ultreya: 

The Piqua Ultreya meets on the fourth Saturday of every month at the Caserta Center at 9:15am.  Come and 
share your faith journey with fellow believers.  The next Men’s Cursillo (short course) in Christianity will be 
held at the Holy Spirit Center in Norwood Ohio, September 15 to 18. 

Parish Activities Continued 

Thank You For Your Donations 
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Parish Activities Continued 

A HUGE thanks to each of the festival chairpersons, volunteers, and all of 
you who purchased tickets and donated items for the festival. We had a  
successful festival because of each of you.  Parish bakers were extra busy 
and kept the cake booth supplied with baked goodies along with so many 
others who contributed their time and energy.  THANKS for making this               
St. Mary’s 50th festival a great success!!   --Nick & Michelle Cox, Chairpersons 
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Parish Activities Continued 

MONUMENTAL: CELEBRATING 
GOD’S GREATNESS!  

Vacation Bible School 
Monday, July 18—Friday, July 22 

9am-12:30pm 
Caserta Center 

For more information, see the bulletin  
or contact Diane Mengos at the parish 
office or dmengos@piquaparishes.org You Rock, God! 

Spring Newsletter Assembly 

If you spend spring break with your grandparents, you 
might end up helping with the assembly of the parishes’ 
newsletter.  A BIG thank you to Chuck and Nancy Peltier 
and their grandsons — Owen (age 10) & Luke (age 12) 
Wheeler.  Thanks, too, to the following, who also helped:  
Betty Elliott, Rich & Pat Knab, Barb Kohl, Doug & 
Dolores Latham, Dave & Cindy Nelson, Karen Nickol, 
Juanita Ventura, and John & Barb Vavroch. 

An Afternoon of Praise — Christ is Risen Alleluia 

Kudos to Judy Lohnes, music director, and the members of the Handbell, Children’s, and Combined Adult 
Choirs for a wonderful spring concert on Sunday, May 22.  The Handbell Choir performed Joyful Joyful, 
Morning Has Broken, & Christ is Alive. Members of the Handbell Choir include:  Linda Barton, Marianne 
Bolton, Betty Elliott, Michael Epperly, Julia Galbreath, Becky Hewitt, Elizabeth Horner, Julia, Mary Jane, & Shani 
Karn, Jim Linthicum, Melissa McEldowney, Beverly Mikolajewski, & Cathy Oda.  

The Combined Adult Choir sang The Servant Song, Ave Verum Corpus, & Walk in Peace. Solos were sung 
by Karen Warner, Carol Popp, Linda Barton, Angie Cecil, Helen Paulus, Linda Richard, Pat Jacomet, and Tom Rich-

ard. Combined Adult Choir members in addition to the soloists included:  Ron Curtis, Dan &  Gina Huffman, 
Mary Jane Karn, Dave Siefring & Kim Worland. 

The Children’s Choir sang Alleluia & Make Life a Song About Love. The members of this choir included  
Nora Bates, Breelyn Beeman, Aniya Curtis, Kyonna Dunbar, MaKenzie Ford, Kelsea Henning, Rowynn Henry, Ezra 
Hess, Amirah Huelskamp, Elliott Johnson, Leander Knapke, Kassidy Macan, Vivian Mikolajewski, Alana Rank, Ivy 
Underwood, Arianna Wale, Gabriel Werling, Carey Yant, Amelia & Charlie Zimmerman. 

Corpus 
Christi              

Procession 
Sunday  
June 19 

Members of the Piqua Parishes   
came together at Forest Hill         

Cemetery for the                          
Memorial Day Mass .                     

Many thanks to the 
Yannucci & Zimmer-

man families for             
facilitating              

this annual event. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

School News— CFEL, PCS, LCHS 
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   Our Preschool continues to grow and improve.   

Follow us on Facebook to see the amazing activities our students do. 

Record-Breaking Enrollment: As of May, we already have 75 students enrolled for 
the 2022-2023 school year. To accommodate our increasing enrollment numbers, we 
have added several new Teacher’s Aide positions at the Downing Street campus. We 
are now able to accept more students - but our spots are limited. If you know anyone 
interested in attending our program this Fall have them contact us as soon as possible. 

Summer Camp 2022: Our Summer Camp program has begun! We provide a safe and enriching alternative 
for parents looking for summer care. This year students had the option to enroll in our Full Summer program 
or they could choose ala carte from specific themed weeks. This year’s themed weeks include: Multicultural 
Camp, Cooking, Art, Books & Beyond, STEM & Chess, Vacation Bible School, Hip Hop, Music, and Fun & 
Fitness.  

For Summer Camp 2022 we have 13 students enrolled in our Full Summer Option. For our themed weeks we 
have between 25 - 50 children participating each week.  

Welcome our New Director: Jacqui Hoffman will be taking over as Director starting on July 1, 2022.  I have 
had the pleasure of working with Jacqui this past year and know that CFEL is in great hands! It has been a joy 
to work at Piqua Catholic these last few years and an honor to help our preschool become what it is.  I look 
forward to seeing everyone around town and at church.    Signing Off…….. Christy Hayes.   

Piqua Catholic School:  

We are growing! In 2017, we served 45 students in our preschool, The Center For Early 
Learning, and 114 in our K-8 program.  For the 2022-2023 school year, 75 students are 
enrolled in our preschool and 170 in our K-8.  God has had His eyes on us as we’ve re-
built His school. We have an awesome Piqua Catholic team at both campuses and have 
wonderful volunteers and support from so many businesses, parish members, community 
members, and our school families. Thank you to all of YOU who have supported Piqua 
Catholic School and continue to do so with your time, talents and treasures. 

Here are the highlights from the end of the 2021-2022 school year and plans for the 2022-
2023 school year.  

New Piqua Catholic Preschool Director: Jacqui Hoffman, previously serving as one of our Lead                  
Pre-Kindergarten teachers, will be our new Preschool Director! She is a servant leader at heart and has such a 
passion for children and their overall well-being.  

Monte Carlo Night Fundraiser: We had another great turnout at our 3rd annual Monte Carlo Night fund-
raiser with nearly 200 guests!  I want to thank our Event Sponsors (listed below), Business Partners, and   
volunteer team for supporting this fun event.  A big thank you to Stacey Earhart, Cori Knapke, Christy Hayes, 
and Andy Monnin (Monte Carlo planning committee) who spent many hours on the planning and execution 
of this night. This event takes months of planning and so many people to make it happen.  So, thank you to 
everyone who played a part in making this night a great success! Our 4th annual Monte Carlo Night will take 
place on April 29, 2023 - mark your calendars now!   

Title Sponsor: Paul Sherry- Chrysler, Dodge, Jeep, RAM;  Premier Sponsor:  Premier Health - UVMC 
Gold Sponsors - American Trademark Construction Services, Palmer Bolt & Supply Co., Park National Bank, 

Richpak, Upper Valley Hearing & Balance, Inc.;  Blue Sponsors:  Atlantis Sportswear, Eagle Bridge Co., Jackson 
Tube Service, PSC Crane & Rigging, REMAX Finest- Kathy Henne Team, Scott Family McDonald’s 

Piqua Catholic Annual Fund: Thank you to all who donated to our Annual Fund. This year, you helped 
raise $26,435! These funds go directly to strengthening and refining the education process here at Piqua   
Catholic School. We have big goals to continue the growth and quality of our school so that we can serve as 
many families as God will allow. Catholic education is needed more and more in today’s culture, keeping our 
attention on what matters most in life: Faith and Family.  Thank you for supporting us in creating future  
leaders of our Church, schools, and world.    



Piqua Catholic School Endowment Fund: In addition to our Annual Fund, we’ve established an Endow-
ment Fund through the Piqua Community Foundation. If you are interested in making a long-term donation 
(legacy gift, bequest, etc.), please let us know! These funds will support the “above and beyond our school 
budget” projects that focus on the future health and growth of the school. We are excited to partner with the 
Piqua Community Foundation who will manage and invest these funds for our school. A committee comprised 
of school and parish stakeholders will monitor the use of these funds.  Please contact the school at 937-773-
1564 or email cavalier@piquacatholic.org.  Thank you!  

Class of 2022: Congratulations to the Piqua Catholic School Class of 2022 — Christopher Galbreath, 
Melanie Karn, Joshua Knapke, Julia Lewis, Payton Meckstroth, Evan O’Leary, Chloe Roberson, Logan 
Sullins!  All will be attending LCHS next year. Please offer a prayer for them in their journey through high 
school and beyond.  

 

New Staff Members at Piqua Catholic: We are pleased to welcome Alanna O’Leary to the Piqua Catho-
lic School team. Alanna will serve as one of our Pre-K Lead Teachers and Aftercare Teacher. Alanna is an 
alumnus of PCS, LCHS, and just received her bachelor’s degree in Exercise Science at Hillsdale College.   

I am also pleased to announce that Mark Garman will join the Piqua Catholic School team as our IT Director 
and STEM Enrichment instructor.  He brings over 10 years of experience in the IT industry and will oversee 
all of our IT needs at both the North St. and Downing St. campuses. With Mark joining our team, I must 
acknowledge the incredible service of Jim Stammen as our IT Director over the past 5 years.  He volunteered 
all of his time every day (including many evenings) to ensure we were running smoothly with all things tech-
nology (and more!).   

Additionally, with the growth of the school, we have hired a second 1st grade teacher to ensure we are keep-
ing our class sizes at a manageable size.  Danielle Hesson (soon to be Mrs. Danielle Meyer) is our new 1st 
grade teacher, joining forces with our current 1st grade teacher, Mrs. Ashley Schulte. Danielle is a recent 
graduate of Wright State University with a bachelor's degree in Elementary Education and minor in Organiza-
tional Leadership.  

We are also excited to announce that Stacey Earhart will be joining our team as our Advancement Director.  
Stacey is a former parent of the school (3 children) and former PTO president.  She has years of experience in 
strategic planning and advancement of many organizations. She will manage our Advancement Committee 
and will oversee our community partnerships, fundraising programs, and donor relations.  

Kindergarten:  Our two Kindergarten classes will be moving to our Downing St. Campus for the 2022-
2023 SY (1st-8th grade will remain at the North St. campus). Though bittersweet for many of us, this is a 
great thing for Catholic education. Serving more families, an answer to our prayers, means we must make 
room for more classrooms. Thankfully, we have the space! For those of us who are unfamiliar with the history 
of our school, Piqua Catholic School used to serve its K-3 at the Downing St. Campus and 4-8 grades at the 
North St. Campus. We are excited for the opportunity to bring our classrooms back to life at the Downing St. 
Campus!          Continued on Page 17 

School News Continued 
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Fr. Angelo Caserta/Fr. Thomas Bolte Grant $400 Highest Religion Score-Grade 3 Avery DiPace & Lewis Garman 

Julie Eckstein Scholarship $500 Highest Reading Score—Grade 4 Celeste Martin & Griffin O’Leary 

Fr. Grilliot Scholarship $500 Highest Math Score—Grade 5 Makenzie Ford & John Verrill 

Kathy Henne Grant $500 Highest Science Score—Grade 6 Carey Yant & Finian O’Leary 

Sister Joan Clare Grant $500 Highest Religion Score—Grade 7 Olivia Hudgel & Jackson Garman 

Knights of Columbus Scholarship $1,000—Grade 8 Joshua Knapke 

Tom Jordan Scholarship $1,000—Grade 8 Julia Lewis 

Lehman Alumni Scholarship $750—Grade 8 Joshua Knapke & Payton Meckstroth 

Joyce Thornberry Scholarship $300-Grade 8 Evan O’Leary 
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School News Continued 

Lehman Catholic High School:   

Happy Summer! Lehman Catholic High School is now in summer mode. There are many summer camps 
for MUSIC and for SPORTS.  Call the school office for information.  Summer office hours are: Tuesday – 
Thursday 9:00 am to 2 pm; Monday and Friday by appointment. 

GRADUATION FOR OUR CLASS OF 2022 IS NOW HISTORY. The activities began on April 29 with the 
National Decision Day.  It was announced that 88.6% of the class will attend college; 4.6% will enter the  
military; and 6.8% will enter the workforce. Then on May 4, the evening Awards and Scholarship ceremony 
was held. The class of 2022 was offered more than 210 scholarships totaling $5,319,315.  They accepted 130 
scholarships totaling $1,489,006.  Well done!! The followings awards were also announced on that evening: 
Perfect Attendance—4 Years: Sam Range; Outstanding senior female: Colleen O’Leary and Outstanding 
senior male: John Gagnet.  These two were selected by the faculty for “living out the mission of Lehman and 
showing school spirit”. The senior class selected Christian Clouse as the Outstanding Classmate for 
”showing leadership and the qualities of being kind and caring”. 

Exams for seniors were held from May 18- 20.  Then came practice.  The seniors planned their Baccalaureate 
Mass which was held at St. Boniface Church on May 29, 2022, at 7pm.  Finally the BIG day arrived: Gradua-
tion on Sunday, May 29 at 2pm.  44 seniors received their diplomas.  At the Graduation, speeches were given 
by Salutatorian Agnes Schmiesing, Valedictorian Adith Joshua George, Susan Gibbons, Superintendent of 
Catholic Schools, and Connie McClain, Lehman Alumni President.  A new tradition was also started at the 
ceremony.  Representatives of the first two classes to graduate from Lehman, classes of 1971 and 1972, who 
are celebrating their 50th anniversaries, were invited to Graduation. Hank Cianciolo, president of the class of 
1971, spoke to the graduates.  He emphasized continuing the Lehman tradition.  These representatives 
marched between the faculty and the graduates in the opening procession.  Next year, representatives  of the 
class of 1973 will be invited to Graduation to pass the torch. 

Lehman Catholic’s annual May Crowning ceremony was held on May 13.  Agnes Schmiesing crowned the 
statue of Mary in the front of the school.  Attendants were Colleen O’Leary and Elizabeth Jock. 

In the culmination of Science activities for the school year, Lehman’s Science Olympiad team qualified and 
participated in the State Tournament, placing 28 out of 40 teams from all over the State of Ohio. The team of 
David Brunner and Jude Schmiesing received fifth place medals for their entry in Ping Pong Parachute.  Six 
Lehman students exhibited their Science Fair Projects virtually at the State Science Fair.  Brian Baumann, 
Josh George, Brandon Jones and  Annie Stiver received Superior ratings and Isabel Flores and Layla Plat-
foot  received Excellent ratings.  Well done!!! 

On the Engineering side,  Denny Maas’ Engineering Innovations class had several rewarding projects.  First 
the students entered the 2022 Fluor Challenge.  This is a world-wide contest. They had to design and build a 
paper ramp from 30 pieces of paper. A ping pong ball had to roll down this ramp taking the longest time.  
Lehman’s team came in 4th IN THE WORLD behind schools from Poland, a college in Georgia and a school 
in the Philippines.  Each year a new design is created by the Fluor engineers. Lehman teams members were 
David Brunner, Josh George and Hayden Sever. Second, the Innovations class has a final project which 
must be presented to the University of Dayton in order to get their college credit.  The class was divided into 
3 teams. All of the teams utilized 3D Modeling software for their design and drawings and made 3D printed            

          

 

(Continued 

 on  

Page 18) 
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Baptisms:          
St. M. 

Nevaeh Kay-Ann Faith Perry 
Daughter of William & Destine (Wale) Caserta 

(03/27/22) 
 

Cohen James & Posey Kate Mikolajewski 
Son & Daughter of Robert & Heather (Varney) Mikolajewski 

(03/27/22) 

St. B.  None 

Deaths:  “Our sympathy to the family members                                 
of these parishioners who have been called to their 
eternal reward.” 

St. B. 
Suzanne H. Smitley (02/02/22) 
Floyd T, Francis (04/17/22) 

Franklin “Frank” D. O’Brien (05/03/22) 
Douglas L. Carey (05/31/22) 

Leroy & Dolora Nicholson (06/01/22) 
Mary Ann Cotterman (06/05/22) 

 

St. M. 
  Raymond Peltier (03/10/22) 

Estelle Agnes Heiner (03/14/22) 
James McKale (03/30/22) 

Margaret E. “Peggy” Cheney (04/01/22) 
Vernon D. Bourne (04/30/22) 

William G. Chronerberry (05/07/22) 
Joseph E. Francis (05/07/22) 

Robert “Bob” Schmidt (06/17/22)  
John Frederick “Fred” Drapp (06/20/22)  

Weddings:  
St. M.  

Travis Bryson & Allison “Ally” Bergman  04/09/22 

St. B.  
Gary Siefert & Pam Zabel  06/04/22 

New Members: “Our parish family                                
welcomes/welcomes back . . .” 

St. M. 
Michael & Brenda Gallagher 

  Aaron & Heather Mangen     
St. B. 

Catherine Krampe 
Colin McCloskey 

Don & Therese Roush 

First Communion  - May 1, 2022    
1st Row:   Danny Richard, Posey Mikolajewski,   
Ezra Hess, Arianna Wale 
 
2nd Row: Carter Barhorst, Piper Schmidt, 
Matthew Apple, Paxton Mikolajewski,                  
Hunter Kitzer, Jaxson Scott, Kathryn Davis,            
Emily Verrill 
 
3rd Row: Kyada Stone, Trevor Ford,                   
Maxson Peterson, Nora Bates, Kaitlyn Cox,                     
Darcy Wason, Camden Wason  

Parish Notes 

First Communion & Confirmation:   
St. M.  March 27, 2022  

Nevaeh Kay-Ann Faith Perry  
Cohen James Mikolajewski 
Posey Kate Mikolajewski 

Easter Vigil April 16, 2022 

St. M. 

Congratulations to our Elect, John Kreitzer 

Received into Full Communion, Taylor Kiefer 

Please Save the Date                   
October 15, 2022                                           
At Noon — For the                       

Fatima Street Corner Rally 
in Downtown Piqua. 

St. Boniface  
Oktoberfest  

 September 23 & 24 
Volunteers Are Needed 

Please Call Dave Butt, 937-541-9291 

“Let’s Work Together!” 
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Religious Education/Youth Ministry—Diane Mengos 

A big event of the summer is our annual Vacation Bible School. This year, our theme is MONUMENTAL: 
CELEBRATING GOD’S GREATNESS! The week will be July 18-22 from 9 AM to 12:30 PM in the  
Caserta Center. We will enjoy props and scenes from the canyons of our western national parks and their 
animals. A fun expression of the week will be “You Rock, God!” 

Vacation Bible School provides a wonderful opportunity for so many people 
to catch the spirit of a loving parish community. For many children, this 
week is an introduction to the Gospel.  For others, it is a reminder of God’s 
unique love for them that they heard about last year, but not too often since 
then.  For our teens and adult staff, teaching the Bible lessons, crafts, games, 
and songs brings reassurance of how blessed we are to know such eternal 
truths that lift up our lives. So VBS is a chance to have fun celebrating Jesus 
with all who walk in the door. 

Special thanks to Dana and Bonne Decknadel for their big tent and to Doug and Terri Sherman for the hay 
bales each year.   

Please pass on the registration form to parents of any children you know. Again, teens and adults can help, 
too, even if they are strangers to our parishes. If you would like to make a donation to the effort (VBS is 
expensive!) just send your check or cash to the church office and mark the donation “VBS Donation.” God 
bless you and pray for all to hear the Gospel joyfully this July! 

I am happy to report that four new members were re-
ceived into the church at the Easter Vigil on April 
16th, 2022.  The Neophytes (new Catholics) are Taylor 
Kiefer (sponsor Amber Poeppelman), Sara Staley 
(sponsor Lea Tyler), Brian Carter (sponsor Julie 
Debrosse) and John Kreitzer (sponsor Ryan Karn).   

The 2021-22 RCIA year was better than ever as we 
continue to improve and polish our program.  Your 
local RCIA team is very knowledgeable and quite capable of teaching the faith. 

Taylor, Sara, Brian and John are all extremely well prepared and will be a huge asset to our parishes.  
They are already taking on responsibilities within the church with different ministries. 

On June 8th we held our RCIA farewell dinner at the home of Don & Sue Smith.  Mike Foster's homemade 
Lasagna was served, and everyone had a wonderful time. 

I have spoken with Fr. Eric Bowman, and he has advised me that we should plan to continue the RCIA 
program, without change, at least through the next year.  So, we are putting the schedule together now for 
the Fall classes to begin.  If you know anyone interested in learning about the Catholic faith please have 
them contact me.   

Classes are also open to Catholics who wish to get a deeper understanding of the 
faith and we do post the schedule in the bulletin so you can just hit a particular topic 
that you're interested in.   

We also send out an RCIA newsletter.  If you are interested in receiving it just 
email me. 

Thank you to everyone who has supported us, and we wish Fr. Dan the best as he 
continues his journey in Kenwood.  Bill Hogston—hog182@yahoo.com—Cell  937-418-4323 

RCIA— William Hogston 

mailto:hog182@yahoo.com
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Saturday: St. Boniface, 3:30pm 

St. Patrick & St. Mary, 5:00pm 

 Sunday:   
     St. Patrick, St. Teresa,                   
& Transfiguration, 7:30am 

     St. Mary, 9:00am 

     St. Patrick, 9:30am 

     Transfiguration, 10:00am 

     St. Teresa, 10:30am 

     St. Boniface, 11:00am 

     St. Patrick, 11:30am 

Weekday & Non-Obligation Mass Schedule  
(***Denotes School Masses) 

Church Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

St. Patrick 7:45am 7:45am 7:45am 8:30am*** 7:45am See Sunday                
Obligation 

Masses Transfiguration 8:15am 12:00pm 8:15am 8:15am 8:15am 

St. Boniface 8:30am 8:30am  8:30am  

St. Mary   8:30am***  8:30am 8:30am 

St. Teresa   8:30am 8:30am   

Confession Schedule 

Church Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

St. Patrick  6-6:45pm   4-4:30pm 

Transfiguration   6-7pm  3:30-4:30pm 

St. Boniface    6-6:45pm  

St. Mary     9am 

St. Teresa 5-6pm     

 Office Location Living Arrangement 

Fr. Eric Bowman St. Patrick St. Mary Rectory 

Fr. Steven Shoup Transfiguration Melchizedek Village, WM 

Fr. Matt Lee Piqua Parishes Transfiguration Rectory 

Fr. Jim Duell St. Teresa St. Teresa Rectory 

Continued from Page 4 

Father Jim Duell was born April 20, 1952, in Dayton, Ohio — the youngest of four chil-
dren of Roland and Marie Duell.  He attended St. Rita Elementary School in Shiloh, 
northwest Dayton, Chaminade High School, and St. Gregory Preparatory Seminary.    
Father Jim was ordained by Archbishop Joseph Bernardin March 20, 1982.  He has    
recently celebrated his 70th Birthday and 40th Ordination Anniversary. 

Fr. Jim’s assignments have included St. Charles Borromeo in Kettering; St. Brigid, Xe-
nia; Holy Trinity, Coldwater; St. Jude, Bridgetown Cincinnati; and has been a Pastor at 
St. Teresa, Covington; Immaculate Conception, Bradford; St, Patrick, Troy.  The last five 
years, he was Pastor (second time) at St. Teresa, Covington; Parochial Vicar at St. Denis, 
Versailles; Holy Family, Frenchtown, and Immaculate Conception, Bradford.  He also 
was Catholic Chaplain at Good Samaritan Hospital in Dayton. 

Fr. Jim’s hobbies include golf, swimming, movies, gardening, music and reading.   
FR. JAMES DUELL 

 July 2/3 July 9/10 July 16/17 July 23/24 
After  the Masses in 
July, you’re invited to                  

“meet & greet” the 
“new” celebrants.                                               

Refreshments will be 
provided.  

St. B. 3:30pm Fr.. Eric Bowman Fr. Steven Shoup Fr. Matthew Lee Fr. Jim Duell 

St. M. 5pm Fr. Jim Duell Fr. Eric Bowman Fr. Steven Shoup Fr. Matthew Lee 

St. M. 9am Fr. Jim Duell Fr. Eric Bowman Fr. Steven Shoup Fr. Matthew Lee 

St. B. 11am Fr. Jim Duell Fr. Eric Bowman Fr. Steven Shoup Fr. Matthew Lee 

Let’s Do Lunch or Dinner 

Fr. Eric would like our parishioners to 
get to know him better by inviting 
him to lunch or dinner.  Here are the 
dates he is available: 

July 15:  Lunch 

July 25: Dinner 

July 27: Dinner 

August 4:  Lunch 

August 8: Dinner 

August 11:  Dinner 

August 16: Dinner 

August 24: Dinner 

September 1: Dinner 

Call the parish office to schedule a 
lunch or dinner with Fr. Eric. 
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IN RETROSPECT — Thanks, so much, to our contributors:  

Adult Faith Formation/Welcome to Christ Renews His Parish, Barb Kohl   
Bethany Center, Cathy Large; Center for Early Learning at Piqua Catholic, Christy Hayes 

Celebrating Piqua Catholic Cookbook, Ruth Koon; Catholic Social Services, Elaine Schweller-Snyder   
Dollars for our Scholars, Bonne Decknadel; Feature Story—Bethany Center—Renee Hemm 

 Parish Notes/Dates, Theresa Henderson, Linda Richard, Judy Lohnes 
Lehman Catholic High School, S. Ginny Scherer; Piqua Catholic School, Brad Zimmerman  

RCIA, William Hogston; Religious Education/Youth Ministry, Diane Mengos 
St. Boniface/St. Mary Mission Committee,  Don Stonerock;  St. Boniface Family Life, Rose Hemm 

St. Clara Ladies’ Society, Bonne Decknadel; St. Clare Adoration Chapel, Mike Epperly 
St. Mary Altar Society, Janet Poling; Street Corner Rosary, Barb Vavroch 

We’d love to hear from you.  Please submit items for ongoing features or send us your ideas and                          
suggestions. Thank you—Renee Hemm (778-1612/rhemm1@woh.rr.com)                                                         

Rose Hemm (778-8642/jnrhemm@yahoo.com)                                                                                          

A Family Tradition of Service & Ministry 

PCS News Continued From Page 12:  One promise we make to our families is that we will maintain smaller 
class sizes. Most schools are serving 24+ students in a classroom at a time, especially at the K-2 levels. To 
me, this is too many, and I’m speaking from experience. I started my educational career as a 1st grade teacher 
in Columbus teaching 26 students. Even with the best teachers and students, the quality of education will be 
better when serving 13 students vs. 26 students in a classroom. Therefore, we will do everything in our power 
to keep class sizes manageable for our educators, especially in our early childhood classrooms, to certify the 
highest quality education for all our students. As of today, our Kindergarten class has 26 students for the 2022
-2023SY, and we will serve them in two classrooms, both with approximately 13 students.  Teachers and stu-
dents deserve a classroom that is conducive to teaching and learning.  Happy Teachers = Happy Students! :) 

Finally, we will be giving the Kindergarten classrooms a fresh coat of paint, installing mini-split units that  
heat and cool to make it comfortable for our students, and brand new technology, including an interactive 
display board, iPads, and Chromebooks. 

We are able to make all of these things happen because of the generosity of so many businesses and people.  
Not just from a financial standpoint, but with your positive words about the school and the time and talents 
shared to make it a better place.  With that said, we give thanks to our Business Partners for their support!  
These partnerships are something we cherish very much as they generate support for the school in many dif-
ferent ways.  

Thank you for your prayers and support of Piqua Catholic School!  We are dedicated to an authentic Catholic 
School education as we strive to be witnesses of Jesus and His work.  May the Holy Spirit be at your side  
always!       For Jesus, Brad Zimmerman, Principal 

In April, 2022, I celebrated 47 years as an usher at St. Boniface Church. This continues a tradition that has 
been ongoing for over 70 years at our parish.  This tradition is based on the fact that a member of the Paul 
Peltier, Sr. family has been serving as an usher since June, 1952, to the present time.  My father, Paul Peltier, 
Sr. taught us to serve our church as a volunteer.  Dad was an usher from June, 1952, until August, 1985, when 
he died.  I began ushering in April, 1975, and continue ushering at the present time.  Thus, our family has pro-
vided an usher for St. Boniface Church for 70 years now. 

Over the past 47 years, I have been an usher with many individuals who helped show me how important vol-
unteering for your parish really is.  My first experience in those early years included working with Arnold 
Thoma, Tom Caserta, and Ed Obringer.  Each of these men had an important influence on me, showing me 
how to serve your parish and being part of an important ministry.  Some of the other parishioners that I have 
worked with over the 47 years include the following:  Jody Josefovsky, Bonne Decknadel, Harold DeBrosse, 
Fred DeBrosse, Jim Snyder, Jim Butz, Terry Sharp, Norm & Jean Wright, and Paul & Diane Penny.  Each of 
these parishioners have shown me why it is important to be a volunteer and serve your parish.  I thank each of 
them for their role in showing me the value of service as an usher.  Finally, thanks to my dad for inspiring me 
to become an usher to serve the parish that I love.  I miss you and love you dad.    — Chuck Peltier 
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Lehman Catholic High School: (Continued from Page 13)  prototypes.  The three projects were: the first 
team designed an  unique bottle rocket launcher for a teacher to use; second team designed an armrest     
attachment for a wheelchair bound person; and the third team worked with a local machine shop to design 
inspection gauge organizers.  All passed UD!  Great STEM work! 

Lehman Prom was held April 30.   Elected Prom Queen was Colleen O’Leary and King was exchange    
student Juan Esqueda.  Prince and Princess were juniors Sarah Lins and Jude Schmiesing. 

The Lehman Catholic Choir and Band travelled to Kings Island for their Festival of Music on May 7.  The 
Limelighters received a Superior rating in the show/jazz choir category.  Junior Emma Keykens was named 
overall vocalist.  The LCHS Concert Band received an Excellent rating.  Congratulations! 

In the Sports arena, the Lehman Track team was especially successful. The Girls team sent five individuals 
and four relay teams to Regionals.  From these the following qualified for State:  Kiersten Franklin in 3 
running events, one relay team qualified, and Daria Lee qualified in high jump.  At the State: Kiersten 
Franklin won the 100m and 200m and placed 5th in the 400m.  The boys team sent Michael McFarland to 
Regional in shot and disc, 2 runners, and 2 relay teams.  Michael then qualified for State in Disc, placing 5th.  
The girls team placed 4th overall at the State Meet.  Truly an outstanding season for track! 

Lehman thanks all of you for your support all year long.  Lehman cannot exist without your financial and 
especially your prayerful support!  God will reward you!!!  Have a Blessed Summer. 

If you know anyone who is interested in becoming a Lehman Cavalier, please contact Anne Westerheide at 
Lehman.  There are numerous scholarships and EdChoice Grants available. 

God Bless You All 
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St. Boniface Bread Booth  
In 1984, the Home and School Association sponsored the 1st Bread 
Booth at the Piqua Heritage Festival held on Labor Day Weekend.  
After the schools consolidated in 1987, our Family Life Commis-
sion began sponsoring it and did so until the discontinuation of the 
festival in 2013.   

The Bread Booth was located in the Crafters Demonstration Area. 
So, not only did the Bread Booth sell bread, it also made the Sour 
Dough Bread samples daily at the booth.  The dough was mixed and 
baked in a Dutch Oven  that was placed in a hole in the ground and 
covered with hot coals from the wood fire.  We learned how im-
portant it was to keep the fire going and how challenging it is to 
cook with hot coals.  The bread could come out of the pit raw, 
blackened, or just right.   

The Bread Booth was a labor-intensive activity, and many, many, many parishioners and friends of the par-
ish helped with the baking of the bread, donating baking ingredients and breads,  and the manning of the 
booth.  The Bread Booth could not have survived all those years without your help, and we are very thankful 
to you. 

 

After the discontinuation of the Piqua Heritage Festival and because the Bread Booth was Family Life’s on-
ly fundraiser, the St. Boniface Heritage Bread Sale was born in 2014.  Orders were taken, over twenty varie-
ties of breads were baked, and picked up the weekend before Thanksgiving.  With the emergence of the Ok-
toberfest, Cabbage Rolls were added to the Heritage Bread Sale’s offerings.  

 

The Bread/Cabbage Roll Sale is labor intensive for several days. The breads are baked in two days to ready 
them for the two days of pick-up.  Many cabbage rolls are assembled, too.  Last year over 350 loaves of 
bread were baked, and 950 cabbage rolls were sold.  

GOD BLESS ALL OF OUR CURRENT VOLUNTEERS, some who have helped since 1984.  Many of 
you have worked more than one shift and overtime.  But, truthfully, more help is needed to continue this 
fundraiser.  To make the bread and cabbage rolls with a minimum of stress, 40 volunteers—working one 2-
hour shifts— are needed.  No bread baking or cabbage roll preparation experience is needed.   

St. Boniface Parish is known for its breads and cabbage rolls.  Can you help to keep this tradition going?  
Please call/text 937-778-8642 or email stbonifacebread@gmail.com and give us permission to contact you in 
October to schedule a 2-hour shift for you.  This is not a commitment to work — just a — contact me — I 
would like to help if I can.   

THANK YOU!       
St. Boniface Family Life 

Out of the Past & Into The Future 

2022 Bread / Cabbage Roll Sale Schedule 

Bread Baking: Thursday, November 17 & Friday, November 18 

(Both Days: 2-Hour Shifts Beginning at 9am until 7pm) 

Pick-Up Days: Saturday, November 19 & Sunday November 20 

(Saturday: 10am-6pm; Sunday: 9am-noon , 2-hour shifts) 

Cabbage Roll Assembly: To Be Determined 



July: 

4:      Independence Day (No Bingo) 
9-10: Annual Mission Rummage Sale  
11:    Charismatic Mass, 7:30pm  
18-22: Vacation Bible School 
23:    Ultreya Meeting—Caserta Center, 9:15am 

August: 

1:     Charismatic Mass, 7:30pm  
14:   Bethany Center BBQ Chicken Dinners 
15: Feast of the Assumption  
20:   Ultreya Meeting—Caserta Center, 9:15am  
21: PCS Open House 
22: First Day of School—LCHS    
23: First Day of School—PCS                                                                  

September: 
5: Labor Day 
12:   Charismatic Mass, 7:30pm  
13:   St. Clara Ladies’ Society Meeting—7pm 
14-21-28:  Dollars for Our Scholars Luncheons 
23-24:  St. Boniface Oktoberfest  
 

Coming in October: 

* October 15 – Fatima Street Corner Rosary Rally 

* St. Boniface Family Life Cabbage Roll                                    
& Heritage Bread Sale 

 

Upcoming Parish Dates (Watch the bulletin for more information.) 

St. Mary Catholic Church 

528 Broadway 

Piqua, Ohio 45356 
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St. B. Bingo 

Monday              
& Wednesday  

Doors Open 5pm 
Caserta Center 

BUY SCRIP 

Our parishes have a                 
PRAYER CHAIN 

To receive requests or make a 
request, please contact 

Gretchen  at 937-778-0325              
or gngroeth4266@gmail.com  

St. Boniface Catholic Church 

310 S. Downing, Piqua, Ohio 45356 

937-773-1656; fax 773-2665 

Email: stboniface@piquaparishes.org 

 Masses:                                                       
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, 8:30am 

Saturday, 3:30pm 

Sunday, 11am 

Pastoral Council President:                        
Bill Hogston 

St. Mary Catholic Church 

528 Broadway, Piqua, Ohio 45356 
937-773-1327; fax 773-2665 

Email:  stmary@piquaparishes.org 

Masses:  

Wednesday, Friday, 8:30am 

Saturday, 8:30am, 5pm 

Sunday, 9am  

Pastoral Council President:                  
Karen Magoteaux 

Parish Offices 

310 S. Downing, Piqua, Ohio 45356 

Website: piquaparishes.org 

Pastor: Rev. Eric Bowman 

Parochial Vicars:  

Rev. James Duell, Rev. Matthew Lee 
Rev. Steven Shoup 

For RCIA Information,  

Contact   

Bill Hogston  

937-418-4323                                               
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